The role of the hepatitis delta virus in acute hepatitis and in chronic liver disease in Greece.
HDV infection has been documented in Greece for more than 3 decades. Its epidemiology appears to be changing over the years with a decrease in the general Greek population and an invasion of the delta virus in the community of drug addicts. For the time being HDV infection has a low endemicity in the general greek population, it has been detected with high endemicity in a rural community and it is spreading epidemically in the new, increasing population of Greek drug addicts. Chronic HDV infection has been detected constantly over 20 years with a higher frequency in HBsAg positive chronic liver disease (19.5-33.5%) than in asymptomatic HBsAg carriers with normal liver enzymes (5.9-9.2%). However, in the community of Archangelos, where HDV infection is highly endemic, and probably also all over Greece, the total number of chronic HDV carriers with minimal or no liver disease appears to be higher than those with severe liver damage. HDV infection plays a significant role in terms of morbidity and mortality from acute and chronic liver disease in Greece but the situation would have been much worse if chronic HDV infection was invariably associated with severe liver damage.